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Point Danger 
Marine Sanctuary 
 
 

A precious gem 
Point Danger, at the meeting point of 
Torquay’s surf and front beaches, is formed 
from beds of yellow limestone that are slowly 
crumbling into the sea.  Blocks and slabs litter 
the beach, merging with a narrow rock platform 
that stretches around to the west. 
 
But the real gem is a small reef that lies just 
offshore of the point.  Often isolated from the 
beach by a sandy channel, and exposed only 
on the lowest summer tides, it has escaped the 
scale of impact that has depleted many other 
reefs across Victoria.   
 
The top of the reef is covered with a network of 
small boulders, seaweed beds, crevices and 
pools.  Key-hole limpets, crabs and mussels 
are abundant.  Banded Brittle-stars and 
carnivorous worms emerge from under rocks 
to feed at nightly high tides.  
 
The site is also known for its diversity of sea 
slugs known as opistobranchs, which unlike 
the garden slug, appears here in a range of 
exquisite shapes, colours and sizes. 
 
On the sides of the reef, brown seaweeds with 
zig-zag stems grow profusely on the rocks, 
giving way to bright green Sea Nymph 
seagrass beds covering the sand.  Eagle Rays 
patrol the outer reef edge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Point Danger Marine Sanctuary is part of a 
system of 13 Marine National Parks and 11 
smaller Marine Sanctuaries created by the 
Victorian Government to ensure that 
representative samples of Victoria’s diverse, 
distinctive and amazing marine environment 
are conserved for future generations. 
 
These parks and sanctuaries now protect 5.3% 
of Victoria’s coastal waters, safeguarding 
important marine habitats and species, and 
complementing our world-class national parks 
system on land. 
 
By keeping some of these marine areas in a 
natural state, free from potentially damaging 
human activities, we will protect these 
environments into the future. 
 
 

Enjoying Point Danger Marine 
Sanctuary 
Point Danger is a popular area for 
sailboarding, diving and snorkelling, as well as 
surfing on the outer sections of the Point.  
 
Scuba diving or snorkelling through the kelp 
forests of the outer reef may reveal schools of 
eagle rays. 
 
The shelf between the beach and the outer 
edge of the rock platform has a wealth of 
invertebrate diversity, providing excellent 
opportunities for discovering the marine life at 
low tide.   
 
Be mindful of tidal changes as the section in 
the middle is lower than the rock platform and 
the beach and people can be stranded.  
 
Enjoy pleasant walks along the shore or take in 
the views of the Marine Sanctuary from the 
Point Danger lookout. 
 
 

Note: Point Danger Marine Sanctuary contains 
a ‘sail powered vessels only’ zone that is 
marked with signs.  Swimming, surfing, diving 
or snorkelling in this area is dangerous. 
 
 
 
 

 
Eagle Ray 
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